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Dr Ngiam Tong Tau, a Colombo Plan Scholar with a PhD from the University 
of London in Veterinary Medicine, has more than 40 years’ experience in the 
fields of veterinary medicine and public health, agriculture and aquaculture. 
He helmed the Agri-Food and Veterinary Authority of Singapore (“AVA”) 
for 21 years during which time he spear-headed successful programmes in 
agrotechnology, aquaculture and food safety. He is recognised as the architect 
of modern farming and agrotechnology parks in Singapore and has been 
responsible for the transfer of farming technology to several countries in the 
region. He has also successfully established programmes to ensure food supply 
and food safety in Singapore through an Integrated Food Safety Program. For 
his distinguished service, Dr Ngiam has been awarded the National Meritorious 
Service Medal, Public Administration Medal (Gold), the Friend of Labour and the 
NTUC Meritorious Service Medal.

Dr Paul Teng
Adjunct Senior Fellow (Food Security)
Centre for Non-Traditional Security Studies
S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies, Nanyang 
Technological University

Dr Teng is Principal Officer at the National Institute of Education, Nanyang 
Technological University, Singapore. He has over 20 years of experience in food 
security issues, having held positions at the WorldFish Center, Malaysia; the 
International Rice Research Institute; and Monsanto Company. He is currently 
Honorary Chairman, International Service for the Acquisition of Agri-biotech 
Applications (ISAAA), an international and not-for-profit organization based in 
Cornell University, U.S.A..

About CLC

The Centre for Liveable Cities was set up in 2008 by the Ministry of National Development and 
the Ministry of the Environment and Water Resources, based on a strategic blueprint developed by 
Singapore’s Inter-Ministerial Committee on Sustainable Development. Guided by its mission to distil, 
create and share knowledge on liveable and sustainable cities, the Centre’s work spans four main areas 
- Research, Capability Development, Knowledge Platforms and Advisory. The CLC Lecture Series is a 
platform for urban experts to share their knowledge with other practitioners. For more information, 
please visit: http://www.clc.gov.sg

For enquiries, please contact Grace at grace_lau@mnd.gov.sg 
DID: +65 6645 9580 Fax: +65 6221 0232 

Farming had been a way of life for many Singaporeans since the nineteenth century. However, in the last 
40 years, the agriculture, livestock and fisheries sectors in Singapore have seen many changes. Farmland has 
decreased from 15,000 hectares in the 1960s to 8000 hectares in 1980s to1500 hectares in 2005 and currently 
less than 1000 hectares; due to industrialization, urbanization, public housing needs and water conservation. 
Despite this, existing farms in Singapore have managed to remain economically viable and has provided a 
measure of fresh and quality food for our people and a thriving export trade in orchids, ornamental fish and 
crocodile skins. Dr Ngiam Tong Tau who has actively promoted the farming sector for the past 40 years will 
share his observations on the rapid changes in the farming industry and the resilience and entrepreneurship of 
our farmers in meeting the challenges of farming in land scarce Singapore. He will also share his vision of the 
way forward for the farming sector.
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