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Slated for demolition in the 1980s, Treasure Hill was formerly an illegal 
settlement of urban farmers in Taipei. Faced with this circumstance, in a 
bid to preserve the sense of community there, a group of scholars and civil 
society organisations assumed a civil society partnership role and called on the 
government to designate Treasure Hill as a ‘settlement preservation area’. In a 
turn of events, in 1990, the initial plans were changed and it was decided to 
preserve the settlement as an ‘arts community exhibition area’ with the aim of 
revitalising this historic community. Using this example of urban conservation 
in Taipei, Prof Liu will share his involvement and insights on public policy 
implications, as well as the growing need to find meaningful ways to allow 
users and stakeholders to participate in the formation of plans and designs in 
urban planning.
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