
T
o many of us, 
urban density is 
mathematical: 

the average number of 
inhabitants per unit area. 
But are there other ways 
of understanding density? 
Architects and planners use 
figure-ground maps to study 
the relationship of built form 
to open space. Asst Prof 
Erik G. L’Heureux and his 
students at the Department 
of Architecture, School of 
Design and Environment, 
National University of 
Singapore, developed these 
images comparing one-square-
kilometre sections of 10 iconic 
cities with 10 Singapore 
neighbourhoods. These suggest 
how density is manifested 
and experienced in different 
ways, raising further questions: 
Are dense cities always 
crowded? Can a crowded city 
be pleasant? Is there a right 
density for cities?

Is there 
a Right 
Density?
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